
Houghton Regis Primary School 

Year 1 Core Reading Spine 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Chapter 
book 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nellie Choc-Ice 
and the Plastic 
Island – Jeremy 

Strong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Christmas 
Pig – J K Rowling  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a Dark and 
Stormy Night – 
Janet and Alan 

Ahlberg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Are Not 
Frogs – Michael 

Morpurgo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winnie the Twit – 
Laura Own and 

Korky Paul  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toto the Ninja 
Cat and the Great 
Snake Escape – 
Dermot O’Leary 

Chosen 
author 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dread Cat – 
Michael Rosen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Christmas 
Pine – Julia 
Donaldson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Song of 
Gladness – 

Michael 
Morpurgo 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I believe in 
Unicorns – 

Michael 
Morpurgo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Little Manfred- 
Michael 

Morpurgo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Guard Dog- 
Dick King-Smith 

Traditional 
Tale 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Bad Wolf is 
Good – Simon 

Puttock 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beware of the 
Bears! – Alan 
MacDonald 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cindy-Ella An 
Aussie Cinderella 
– Tom Champion 
& Glen Singleton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cinderella’s 
Bottom – 

Nicholas Allan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears 
– Mara Alperin   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cinderella – Nick 
Sharratt   

Rhyming 
text 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Smartest 
Giant in Town – 
Julia Donaldson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monstersaurus – 
Claire Freedman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Flying Bath – 
Julia Donaldson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dinky 
Donkey – Craig 

Smith  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aliens in 
Underpants Save 

the World – 
Claire Freedman 

& Ben Cort 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessie the 
Jellyfish – Laurie 

Newman & 
Sophie Cregan 

Diversity 
book 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Are All 
Different – Twink 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Dog Lion - 
Alexander McCall 

Smith  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fantastically 
Great Women 

Who Change the 
World – Kate 

Pankhurst  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So Much - Trish 
Cooke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part of the Party - 
Twinkl 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Best Friend – 
Pat Hutchins 

Wellbeing 
text 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Day the 
Crayons Quit – 
Oliver Jeffers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Max and the 
Rainbow Rain 

Hat – Gus Clarke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Very Ugly 
Bug – Liz Pichon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marvin Gets Mad 
– Joseph 
Theobald  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grumpy Monkey 
– Suzanne Lang 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Max the Brave – 
Ed Vero 

 


